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Remarks 

Original Claims 1-36 and newly presented Claims 37-40 remain pending in the 
application. In the Office Action dated June 7, 2004, a restriction was required between 
the inventions specified in the following sets of Claims: 

Group I: Claims 1-32 and 34-36, 

Group II: Claim 33 

Newly presented Claims 37 and 38 are dependent upon independent Claim 1 of 
Group L Claim 37 specifies separation foil material interposed between the top belt and 
the bottom belt of the bed strip for livestock of Claim 1, within the dimensions of the 
fluid chambers and the orifice wherein the belts are not bonded together. Claim 38 adds 
the substantive limitations of Claim 33 to the combination of Claim 1, Newly presented 
Claim 38 is dependent upon independent Claim 34 of Group I and also specifies 
separation foil material interposed between the top belt and the bottom belt of the bed 
strip for livestock of Claim 34 within the dimensions of the fluid chambers and the orifice 
wherein the belts are not bonded together Claim 40 adds the substantive limitations of 
Claim 33 to the combination of Claim 34. Accordingly, Claims 3 7-40 effectively include 
the subcombination of Group 11 and the combination of Claims 1 and 34. Therefore, the 
combination as claimed in Claims 37 and 38 sets forth the particulars of the Group 11 
subcombination as claimed. Additionally, the search required for Group I, which now 
includes Claims 37-40, now encompasses the search required for Group H. Accordingly, 
applicants respectfully submit that the restriction requirement, which may have been 
proper prior to this paper, is now moot based upon the presence of Claims 37-40, and the 
combinations and subcombinations claimed therein. Accordingly applicants request 
reconsideration and withdrawal or modification of the requirement for restriction for the 
reasons stated herein. 

Notwithstanding the fact that it is believed that applicants have now traversed the 
restriction requirement, applicants provisionally elect Claims 1-32 and 34-40 of Group I 
for examination in accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 43. 

Applicant believes that no new matter has been added by this amendment, and the 
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application is now in condition for substantive examination. Favorable action thereon is 
respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted. 




Theodore J. Long, R^g. No 
Attorney for Applicant 
Lathrop & Clark 
740 Regent Street, Suite 400 
P.O. Box 1507 

Madison, Wisconsin 53701-1507 
(608)257*7766 



Restrict, rea/a mdt 
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